
      
 
 
By email on 13 April 2021 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I wish to make a representation to retain existing Common Land Rights of Access to water margins 
bordering Great Urswick Tarn. 
 
Over a long number of years, lands forming the entire water margins of Great Urswick Tarn have 
been under pressure to remove public access to Tarn margins from private domestic property 
possession adjacent to the Tarn.  
 
Commoners, and Public, access to water margins, for public fishing, boating or relaxation are 
restricted at several locations, impeding regular access to sections of Urswick Tarn water margins.  
 
The current application CA13/31 to formally deregister common land at The Willows is challenging.  
 
The Department of the Environment Inspector’s planning Appeal of 4th July 1975 makes clear how 
the development of common land at The Willows, over a number of years, has permitted The 
Willows Domestic Property to be established on Common Land. The reasons for this protracted 
development are relatively straightforward to deduce from the Inspector’s report and hint at the 
process of erosion of Commoner’s Rights when approaching the entire water margins of Great 
Urswick Tarn, not simply at The Willows. 
 
The Applicant concedes that the land at the time of registration of Common was occupied by a Post 
Office building and Garage. It is easy to conclude that this building permission  was accepted at the 
time of registration in the interests of community support. The Post Office and Garage were 
assembled close to Church View road boundary, well away from the Tarn water edge. The Willows 
land has subsequently been developed for domestic residential use by means of siting The Willows 
bungalow mid-way between Church View roadway and the Tarn water margin.  
 
Rights of Common public access to the Tarn margins should be maintained, in the interests of 
Community and Public Recreation. Such access to the Tarn water margin at The Willows could, or 
should be, from Church View roadway and remaining common lands adjoining the Tarn water 
margins. A 10 metre water margin path and meadowland should be retained for routine public 
access to the periphery of Urswick Tarn, including land at the curtilage of The Willows. 
 
Removal of Rights of Common Access to The Willows curtilage should not be granted based  on the 
removal of similar rights at neighbouring properties.  
 
Please retain Common Land Access Rights to the water margins of Great Urswick Tarn at The 
Willows. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Alan Dewar 
UBSPC Parish Councillor 
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